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Read the following “Side Trips” from our coursebook. In your answer to the question/comment at the end of the side trip, develop an essay on the basis of the arguments presented in the relevant chapter, which includes your own interpretation. The the essay should not be less than 500 words.

Good luck.

1. Cultural Dimensions and Investment Decisions 
In their article entitled ‘The relationship between psychic distance and for- eign direct investment decisions: A Korean study,’ Jai-Beom Kim and Dong- kee Rhee (2001) argue that the greater the distance between the home and the host cultures, the greater the probability companies will choose a joint  venture over acquisitions. 

Do you agree with this argument? What cultural dimensions do you think might affect such business decisions? What culture, and in what form, would you choose to do business with? 

2. Speaking Spanish at a Border 
The article entitled ‘A border agent detained two Americans speaking Span- ish: Now they have sued’ (Stack, 2019), describes a lawsuit, filed by the American Civil Liberties Union against the United States Customs and Border Protection on behalf of two American women—Ana Suda and Martha Hernandez, who were stopped inside a convenience store in Havre, Montana, by a border agent who said he was asking for their identification because he heard them speaking Spanish. The lawsuit alleges that Customs and Border Protection violated the Fourth Amendment to the Constitution because the agency did not have probable cause to detain the women. When Ms. Suda asked a Customs and Border Protection supervisor, who arrived on the scene, if they would have been detained if they had been speaking French, he replied: “No, we don’t do that.” In a statement, Ms. Suda said, as a result of that humiliating experience, she and and Ms. Hernandez had been shunned by other residents in Havre. Ms. Suda also said that her daughter was afraid to speak Spanish and now responds in English when her mother speaks to her in Spanish.“This changed our lives, I believe, forever,”Ms.Suda said in the statement. 

Using the ideas of the dialectical perspective on intercultural com- munication, do you find this encounter successful? 

3. In Montreal, a Berlin Wall of the Mind? 
In the article, entitled ‘In Montreal, a Berlin Wall of the mind?’ (Bilefsky, 2018), the author describes how he found his home city of Montreal after living abroad for 28 years. Montreal has been bifurcated with its Anglophone minority and Francophone majority, while also being surrounded by an Anglophone majority in the rest of the country. Bilefsky recalls how in the 1980s the city was consumed by a referendum on independence, and thou- sands of English-speaking Quebecers were leaving the province. He talks about his school years when he spoke English at home, watched American sitcoms and lived in a parallel universe from his French Canadian peers. Three decades later, Bilefsky found separatism largely in retreat as almost half of the population of Quebec speak both French and English, this shift especially evident in the younger generation. While, as the title of his arti- cle suggests, there are still some lingering problems, Montreal today shows more unity, not the division of the city. Bilefsky quotes Marie Bouchard, a 23-year-old political science student at Université de Montréal, who says: ‘I love French, it’s my language,’ quickly adding, ‘But if I only spoke French, it would limit my horizons.’ 

How can this article be analyzed in terms of the Pendulum Principle? 
4. Conflict over a Beauty Pageant 
When India’s ‘garden city’—Bangalore—was chosen as a site for the Miss World beauty pageant, the plan was labeled as a merchandising device for the decadent cultural imperialism of the West (see Bearak, 1996). The conflict over the beauty pageant turned into a fight over India’s soul. According to Hinduism, a woman’s beauty must be natural and not affected by cosmetics; also, opposition to the swimsuit contest was very strong. In addition, farmers in India were afraid that a wave of big agricultural interests may force them from their land. Many people in India felt that the country had become a dumping ground for the West’s rejects, and the Miss World beauty pageant was perceived as fitting the bill. 

Can you identify the main resources involved in this intercultural conflict? 

5. Seesaws at the U.S.–Mexico Border 
A recent article in Newsweek (Da Silva, 2019) talks about a set of seesaws built by two California professors through a fence of the U.S.–Mexico bor- der.This allowed children and grown-ups on either side of the border to play together on the seesaws; you can watch this in a video posted to Instagram by Ronald Rael—one of the professors who came up with the seesaw project. He described the project as an incredible experience filled with joy, excitement, and togetherness. 

Do you think that this project can be seen as a good metaphor for the Sustainability Principle? Can you think of any other similar projects or metaphors? 
6. Cultures of Resistance Network 
Cultures of Resistance.org—https://cultures ofresistance. org/content /sound-  resistance — is the outreach website of the Cultures of Resistance Network, which aims to promote and support musical practices for a more peaceful, just, and democratic world. Drawing inspiration from various art practices that carry their own strategies of resistance, the network aims to give expo- sure to various musicians and musical traditions from around the world, including the Middle East, Africa, Latin America, and the United States. 

What are your thoughts on turning to music and song as vehicles of successful intercultural communication? Can you think of some specific examples of artists, practices, or traditions as such vehicles? 

Sınav süresince cep telefonları tamamen kapalı olmalı ve işaret edilen yere bırakılmalıdır. 

Yükseköğretim Kurumları Öğrenci Disiplin Yönetmeliğinin 7. Maddesinin e) Fıkrası “Sınavlarda kopya çekmek veya çektirmek” suçunu işleyenler yükseköğretim kurumundan bir yarıyıl uzaklaştırma cezasıyla ve 8. Maddesinin d) Fıkrasına göre “Sınavlarda tehditle kopya çekmek, kopya çeken öğrencilerin sınav salonundan çıkarılmasına engel olmak, kendi yerine başkasını sınava sokmak veya başkasının yerine sınava girmek” suçunu işleyenler de yükseköğretim kurumundan iki yarıyıl uzaklaştırma cezasıyla cezalandırılmaktadır!


