3 Methods in corpus linguistics:
Interpreting concordance lines

Introduction

I'bis chapter is the first of two that present somc of the most
commonly used methods and approaches in corpus linguistics. Pro-
ducing concordance lines is perhaps the most basic way of processing
corpus intormation, and most corpus users rely heavily on concor.
davnces and their interpretation. This is particularly true for those
whao are using a corpus in day-to-day reaching or trauslation, for
whom an intuitive response to data may be more immediately u;eful
than a more statistical approach. For this reason, concordance lines
hav; a chapter to themselves in this book.

This chaprer offers a number of exampies of corpus searches, each
one 1lllustratir}g onc or more potnts about the methodology of ﬁl1ding
and interpreting concordance lines, and about the kind of findings
that emerge from such study. In this chapter, a number of topics all_:’c
addressed, which might be summarised as follows:

I What kind of scarches are useful in finding out about how English
works? Examples are given of searches for a single word-form (e.g
point), for a lemma (e.g. CONDEMN), or for a series of words;
te.g. on ADJECTIVE terms with). Sometimes a search s designed
to show not the words searched for but a concepr that ofren
co-occurs with it {e.g. what would co-nccurring with expressions
of bypotheticality). In some of the examples given, a series of
searches has to be conducted, because a single search cannot give
the required data in manageable form {e.g. a very frequent word
such as pointh. In some cases, more context than single concord-
ance lines is required to allow conclusions ahout regularity to be
drawn (e.g. I smust admit). ©

2 How can concordance lines he presented il an accessible way?
Exgmplcs are given of sets of lines which are uasorted, and lines
}vhich are sorted alphabetically. Concordance lines are also shown
i groups which have been selected and oreanised to iltustrate a
particular behaviour, 7

3 What are concordance lines useful for? Although this topic will be
taken up in much greater depth in chapters 5 to 8, this chapter
does suggest some of the main types of information that can he
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gained from concordance lines, and what this might be used for.
The main use that is ilfustrated in this chapter is examining the
meaning and behaviour of individual lexical items, and the prag-
matic meaning of given phrases.

%+ What do we see in concordance lines? or, Why are concordance

lines worth looking at? These questions as they stand are perhaps a
little disingemiimis, and may be re-phrased as: What view of
langnage does this chapter want to put across? and What general
assumptions about language investigation arc made 1n offering
concordance lines as a source of information? The view of
fanguage taken in this chapter is 1 accord with that descobed in
mare depth in chapter 6, which prioritises lexis and stresses the
association  berween  pattern and meanming (borh lexieal and
pragmaticl. Examples are chosen thar flustrare this view, ilius-
trating general and detailed patterns of lexis, word meaning and
pattern, and semantic prosody and pragmatic meaning. Additional
assumptions are thar observed language 1s a more vahid object of
study than intuition, that it matters how frequently a linguistic
itern occurs, and that a corpus can produce results that can be
extrapolated to a more general category of language.,

The chapter beging with an introductory section showing what
concordance lines Jook like and how their presentation can influence
their interpretation. The chapter then moves on to ask what is
sbservable from concordance lines, and to show how searches can be
adapted o cope with a lor of data. From there we look at infor-
mation gained from more context than the simple concordance line,
and probes are used. The fial section summarises some of the ssucs
raised in the chapter,

Concordances are an example of what [ refer to as ‘word-based”
methods of investigating corpora. Chapter 4 will compare these
methods with ‘category-based’ methods and consider the advantages
and disadvantages of each.

Searches, concordance lines and their presentation

A concordancer is a program that searches a corpus for a selecred
waord or phrase and presents every instance of that word or phrase in
the centre of the computer screen, with the words that come before
and afrer it to the lefr and right. The selected word, appearing in the
centre of the screen, is known as the node word. Here are 13
randomly-selected concordance lines for the word critical {from the
1999 Bank of English corpus):


yaksan
Highlight
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attack on gro.und wargets wil? be entical to suceess in any Guil conflice,

‘.F(‘J’l' If_af;l"fis w0 children to be crfticai. Some ways 1o én:.‘oumg;c o

benelir };,, adopting a more sclfcricical and cxperimental approach
o [tese films have a self coitical sabtext and a depth of -
phen - N : .

w z;:;:; i;;i‘ff;l‘j;imlren Arney i critical of rhe lack of polirical

guard who ins

1ph remains critical of Syria and Tran, Tr says as on
fuard who Je.-w; ;:ll\::i;lilﬁ'ar}i—cri.u:ca[ :i_c;ninar correer me if 't wrong,
b ini’s lester is : more cnitical. The committes said that even
clatm o hav]'rllg helped, through Bis ceitical wieing, 1o save fizurative
. this certamly might be a oriical clue, I;h}' 1cal rcla;ar}(m kr“?v just
But 2 more c.onsidcrcd view, highly eritieal of Eden, was cxprcsscd- 4 s;"lc:r}iu:). k
thar coionial possessions were of erinical imsportance for advn‘ce:‘i 3 e
a mental health professional is eritical to the suceess of :ia:’ ;I*-er': 1; [n
near[y.a‘c.tnmry larer. Ted ar this critical umenzre by a qan \.\-'.Ii]‘ﬂ.‘:llz.(;ll el
the chicf inspector’s view may be cricical in deterntining irs fmurew o e

fras helpful to sort these lines so that the lines that are like each
cher i soine way appear next to cach other Below are the same
lines sorted so that the words immediately before (to the left f¢
critical are in alphabetical order, The words that the COrpus useroifj

fikelv to focus on are printed in bold.

this cerainly might be a critical doe, Physical relaxation may just
attack on ground targets wifl be erinical 1o suceess in any Gulf cor:i;!i“: ’
. for parens is 1o children 1o be critical. Some wivs w {;n:_:wuravc-‘ o
the chief mspector's view may be critical m dctcrm:?nmg ity [’utlll‘:’.:'
But a more E::msidered view, highly critical of Eden, was éw;:\-re*:wd among both
claim te havmg_ helped, through: his eritical writing o ;n\f-e H"’L\I.r‘lﬂ';' 8
within A)fghan soctety. Arney is critical of the |;c%< ;;f pu-l ':;ic'-;] :
of a meneai healeh professional is eritical o the suceess of thclthcr' v [
ngél\l‘d \\_-'ho insists ot a literary-critical seminar cnrlrecr me it I’l:i:r-o:
e(,tmct.ﬂi's lerter 1z even more ¢ritical. The committee said .rh':r-cvcn. ®
that covlcn "fal possessions were of critical importanee for advan w.:{! r
THE DAILI,Y TELEGRAPH remains critieal of Syoa and lrap. [t st\:.s 'Of
henefic I)_}' ad<_>p.r1'ng a more self-critical and e>:perimmmi. ap ‘r;n dl: o
These films have 3 self-critical snbeexr and a depth :3" o
nearky a cencury larer. Led ar this erxitical juncture by a v, \-’vi.r-h wisiom and

This orgamsation highlights the fact that critical often follows
fgrm of tlhelverb BE (be or 1s) and sometimes follows a détcrminer( ;
bis or _tf'}:s‘)_m a noun group. It is sometimes used in compounds ‘; f,
i:osea;}‘—.cgncal, andh it sometumes follows a grading adxl:erb {b:g};}:;

re). Here are the same lines again, this time so " .
words unmedaately after (to the right E}f ) critfcai} :;)Lr ticj ;Olfa]tﬁétrﬁ
order. Again, the words the user is likely to focus on are in El;-)old -

henefit bv adopring a more self-ceitical and experimental approach
this certainly mighe be a entical clue, Physical refaxation m "»/ just
t:hm Cf.)|(__1rzi;1] pussessions were of cniraal im]’mrla[nce fur '1dv:1|1c‘"d f "
the chicl mspector’s view may b eritical in deterimining i‘re f"murc "
nearly a cenrury later. Led at this critical juncture by 3‘n1;;11 ‘:vith vision and
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within Afghan society. Amey is critical of the fack of political
THE DALY TELEGRAPH cemains critical of Syria and lran, It savs as 07
But a mote considered view, highly critical of Eden, was expressed amony botl
guard wha insists o0 a literary-critical seminar cosreck me iF I'm wrong.
for parents is to children to he critical. Same ways 1o enCOUTagy
These films have a self-critical subtext and a depth of
DeCancini's letrer 18 even more critical. The committee sai¢ that evon
atrack on gronnd rargets will be critical to stceess i any Gulf conflict.
of a mental health professional is critical to the success of the therapy. [n
claim to having helped, through his critical writing, to save figurative

Sorting the lines this way highlights the fact that critical is some-
<mes followed by of, to and in. A differcnt meaning of critical is
sssociated with each preposttion: be critical of 1s associated with the
‘negative opinion’ meaning of critical, whereas be critical to and be
critical in are associated with the mportant’ meaning. The lines also
show, again, that critical is sometimes followed by a noun. The most
frequent meaning in that case {as in ¢ritical clue, critical importance
and critical juncture) is the ‘important’ meaning. (Critical writing is
another meaning.}

Even in these few lines, then, we begin to see something of how the
word critical behaves. It is Loth an atributive adjective {oceurring
hefore a noun) and a predicative one {occurring after a Link verbj,
though on the evidence of these lines the predicative use 15 slightly
more frequent. The adjective 1s followed by certain prepositions, of
which of and to appear to be the most frequent. Fach of the
tehaviours of critical is associated more closely with onc meaning
than another, according to the evidence of these lincs. When used
arcributively, critical is likely to mecan ‘important’, as it does also in
the phrase be critical to. The meaning of ‘megative opimon’ 15
associated with the phrase be enitical of-

The lines for critical were selected using simply the word critical as
the search-word. Most concordancers allow the researcher to make
more specific searches, with various permutations, for example, you
may be able to search for a phrase, or for specific word-classes.
Relow are some lines sclected with the scarch ‘on followed by an
adjective, followed by terms, followed by with’, which show the kind
of adjective that is used in this phrase. The fines have been sorted so
that the adjectives appear in alphabetical order.

family when she 1s knovwn o be on bad terms with some of them. And it is hard

2 case of erm trying to be on equal terms with everybody clse Yes.
oider than she was, she felt on equal rerms with Ainy. Anyway, it's ail
an they will have to beg on equal terms with she rest of the poar world fur
team even if they're not on familiar terms with them. They've broughr
Mr Botha is said to be on friendly terms with Mr Mandela, Nevertheless his
republics while staying on friendly terms with the resouecetul but hard-
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the Georgians, who were on friendly terms with the Germans, the Armemnnans had
mtormation. Moatet was on good rerms with rhe poriers and cleaners in
though she wanzed to live on good 1erms with the former Dutch colony, whose
Ewrite 1o mes | want to stay on good termss with my postnan, Write to Pete
any reason. He left the pub on good rerms with e¥ervbody. He even borrowed
dreams in which I'm on intimate reems with the Queen, Woudy Allen is
months in disguise and on intimate 1erms with amnads and pilgrims - not
more important o he oc reasonable terms with the Tseaclis than to

These adjecrives can be grouped according to meaning: familiar,
friendly and intimate indicarc a degree of closeness; good, reasonable
and bad indicate whether or not the two groups like cach other;
equeal indicates a similarity in srarus, Thus, three aspects of a relation-
ship — closcness, symmetry and affect {bking or disliking) - can be
indicated by the phrase on + adjective + terms + with.

What is observable from concordance lines?

In this section the main types of observation that can be made about
concordance lines are exemplified. They are presented under the
foliowing headings: observing the “central and typical’, observing

meaning distinctions, observing meaning and pattern, and obscrving
detail.

Observing the ‘central and typical’

Linguistic description of the kind that has been traditional since the
1950s focuscs on distinctions between what ‘can’ and ‘cannot’ be
said in a particular language, with little regard for whether what is
possible frequently or rarcly occurs in practice. Corpora cannot be
used to determine whar is impossible in a language, as they do not
offer negative evidence, and they cannot really even be used to
determine what is possible, as a corpus may well contain utterances
which any speaker of a language would reject as ‘incorrect’ {e.g. ['rm
just sort of showing you perbaps some dishes which are more
healthier than others). In Swan’s {1994) terms, there is no ‘dernarca-
ton’ berween the correct and the incorrect. In place of demarcation,
a corpus offers informarion that 2 native speaker cannot replicate: an
indication of ‘central and eypical’ usage (Hanks 1987: 124-125,;
Sinclair 1987a;: 108, 114; Sinclair 1991- 17).

The terms ‘central” and ‘typical’ are often used synonymously, but
It is wschul also to make a distinction between them in order to
ilustrate different types of centrality/typicality. “Iypical’ might be
used 1o describe the most frequent meanings or collocates or
phraseology of an individual word or phrase. To ilfustrate typicaliry,
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here are ten randomly selected concordance lines for the phrase
recipe for: N
and making merry are a sure-fire recipe for 'a{_mg-tcrm‘damage ™ tlue ‘n‘_.:'.](!
Tuigamala u;d vou could have the I't:CJ:pC for a World Cop suq\mse .ur;.n‘\: b
Om the face of iy, it should be a recipe for easy success. A Itl?ah s.::g,Tr
B Civil Aviation Authority are not a recipe for failure but a nme-:ﬁr}mb_ o
not as a dangerous Treasury-view recipe For pr:_:iu_ngl.-.é-. slumng, m.ut as 'z
rally in Edinburgh: % a recipe for constietional chaos, Tm. .
- massacr;: was no part of their recipe for governmene. Becal e of this
i demand for efficiency savings was a recips fﬂr dis.:mmr mn {:ducataf.m..\ '
- i good material, and vou have a r(:c%pn far serious success. Blii 1: B ljm.r_;:z
12 or cucumber A favourite Welsh recipe for salmon trout {or sewin, as i
From the evidence of these lines, the typica'l meaning, of ?C’CI;J:’ {friJ.f'
is metzphoric rather than literal (only line 10 s an cxccr_{no_rj Ato 111;11\
Furthermore, the nouns following f(ir are shighty 11101;‘1':;.(_]1!{,‘—1 \
negative (damage 1, fatlure 4, stump 5, chaos 6, dzsasrisr ) ‘r 1:;;” ;{
are positive {surprise 2, success 3_ and 9) or IIELI[I"EI_] f{‘g!(]):w,;i'rz?:E c‘ W.r,k;
When the phrase is metaphoric, it most frequently fo O\ys' the b
RE and the determiner a (lines 1, 3, 4, 6, 8); most cxceptt.(lnvw_s r%z 15
flines 2, 7, Y) are positive or neutral rather than I?Eg'{l‘t}\: C{} f 1;15;
although the phrase recipe for }_ms a range of mcanmgs,‘ c.o“'oi_};zi;;
and grammatical co-texts, its typical use is in the St.‘ql..lf:‘.[lg_? }S?h}f{;rm g
is a recipe for something bad’. A typical example wou (’ o, ;”Mi,”
drinking and making merry are a sure-fire recz;‘)c: foi \ 1'(:?:? q;:m;
damage to the mind and body (linc 1). This Iexampl&:. d(}u;lml)m“ . M
all the ways that the phrase can be used, but it combines ail the mos
+ e -es. - ) '
ﬂe’%ﬁznéofii;l;t of ‘centrality’ can be applied to categories of T:Em_lgr,s;
rather than to individual words. For example, thefpresen}\pmgf c‘qs;;);
in Epglish can indicate the present {e.g. she's working ai ‘
moment), the future (e.g. she’s taking an exam m-mmﬁ(';i%b.og(ﬁz\.
specific time {she’s always making rr_zismkes‘). As Mindt k‘m‘; _ -l-ﬁ_ui
shows, however, the future and ‘Umelesg uses are rcgat;\vc ¥ :}m
frequent, making the reference to present time the centrai use (_).bmh
present progressive. A central ad]e_ctw_c m;gbt be one _tba_t o&.?rs b
attributively {rich man) and predicarively (i’?‘e was rich), whf.relas a :
adjective such as asleepp occurs only predicatively, and‘ 33 1‘s;fnc')€
central. In the recipe for example, words such as ,damage an ';;a. u: ‘.
form the class of nouns that centrally follow the phrasc, whereas
ernment 18 Jess central, o
go;f]though speakers of a language may have ”_'ft_:”tiofﬁ I;acl;oi;
typicality, these inwuitions do not a]waystaccord wlfltl .t.‘\-l 5 e of
frequency. Barlow ({1996} and Shortall {1999) use the term °f

£ o 1.
i indi ich is ¢ smly fele 10 be rvpical but
typical’ to indicate 2 usage which s commonly felt 1o VP
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which is not necessarily most frequent. They suggest that English
teaching course books tend to present usage which is prototypical in
this sense but not typical in the sense of ‘most frequently oceurring’.
One example of this is comparatives. A protorypical (if out of dage:
example might be The USSR is lurger than Ching (Hsia er al 1989;
178), in which the comparative adjective larger is followed by than.
From a sample of 100 lines of larger from the Bank of English,
however, only 17 included fhan. In most Iines, the adjective is
followed by a noun, as in @ much larger plan or their larger but
poorer northern neighbours, where the comparison is implicic. A
truly typical example would be as in the tollowing:

fn some cultures such as Britain and America, women architects and erigineers
are seldom found. Yet in others, such as Egypt and Eastern Europe, they form a
far larger proportion of these professions. {British non-fiction hook!

Here the two parts of the comparison are present, but not in the same
sentence.

As noted in chapter 2, Barlow (1996} has made similar observa-
tions with relation 1o the use of reflexive pronouns such as ferself,
noting that coursebook writers often present thesc pronouns con-
trastively, setting be proud of oneself in upposition to be proud of
one’s child, for example. Hsia er al (1989: 222) ask students to
produce sentences such as [ saw myself in the mirror; He hit bimself
with the banvner; We dried ourselves with the towel. Barlow notes
that in fact the reflexives have phraseclogics which are quite distinct
from those associated with other proncuns. For example, the most
frequently used verb is FIND, and found myself by the sea has a very
ditferent meaning from found hin by the sea. In addition, the other
verbs with which reflexives co-occur most frequently are those
mdicating thoughts and speech, such as SEE, IMAGINE, VISUATL.
ISE, CONSIDER and ASK (Barlow 1996: 9), rather than the verbs
of physical action represented by he hit himself and so on.

The psychologically prototypical is not necessartly to be ignored in
language teaching. Learners may find 1t difficult 1o grasp the meaning
of comparatives unless they are first presented with examples in
which rwo iterns are compared explicitly. Also, usages which are
non-central and non-typical do still exist and cannot be omitted from
the learner’s repertoire. Knowing what is cenrral and typical in
frequency terms, however, can indicate what the bulk of examples
that a learner is exposed to should be like.

In chapter 6 the notion of typicality will be related to the idiom
principle and to the reduction of ambiguity in English. Ambiguous
utterances, such as Time flics, are sometimes used to illuserate
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~arsing rechniques, of to make jokes. (It can mean cn:he*.: \&r.p?jrc?j\(z
¢ to pass quickly” or ‘use a stE)p—watch 10 tine how quh ¥ 10f
ve’.} In practice, however, the first meaning is the most ty pL(:fa.J 0
32 instances in the Bank of Fnglish, 51 had the tcmp.orai .mca.:nll\‘]g_,,:
:nd the exception was part of a discussion about parsm]j_g. A hSpL_.? .f!’
English hearing Time flies does not need w0 work im.i \&‘]:.;
seaning is the most likely in a given context: rypwaht%-‘ n‘_‘n'cl(:s.\rfa?e
hearer to assume only one meaning unless the context makes that

mpossible.

Observing meaning distinctions

Many words have meanings that are similar, and yet the W{?i:flsdar{-i‘
s0t able to be substituted onc for the other. 1)1?[1(;}]'13_1‘1(35, whmjl_ e:l\a
with words separately rather than comparativety, can bf 01"1 13}‘,'
help, but observing typical usages of near-synoayims can ‘Lm-l.a}'
differences in meaning. Corpus nvestigations rh'fxt g'.snngiul.sﬂ;
serween near-synonyms include those by Kennedy (19915 and sec
chapter 1) and Partington {1998: 33-46;. N
Partington’s study focuses on what he calls sena—gr‘.ammf. u,]
words, that is, words which by then);e1v¢5 carry 01‘_!1}-‘ _21_ Q{;ILE'I
meanihg. The examples he gives arc the tensitying adjf‘f.it_s\-:_s >1:]L(?;
piere, complete, piter and absolute. He points out zh';'u_-c_]?“f)?‘ ©
rend to define these words in similar ways, and even give ‘tﬂl.un as.
synonyms of each other. The Collins CoBurip Eﬁghsm‘ I);_c.g..t(_)j:r_ar‘}
:EJCIEf)}, for example, suggests that complete and prre nc sy:;??};j‘.!r:
of sheer, the Lomgman Dictionary of COF??SH?J{)O‘?:L{:.}"- C”%j:k
{ILDOCE) gives pure as a synonym of sheer: th\e. eai_;ml‘hroa‘;:
CosuiLp English Language Dictiontary {CCELD_) g‘;n-e_s.c‘:r_}sr, 1.'9. 19
supemrdinaté of sheer. In spite of ths_s apparent s1m|_la1'11_\_- ‘m m::im] 1{;]*,
the rypical collocates of cach adjecgvc differ to qu.m:. a LFIIISIULT\;} dz
degree. For cxample, sheer is used wrgh neuns of degree (}1 )n’w;‘m trl e
(sheer weight, sheer mumber), often in the pattern er s ,:c.c_f_]:‘ Or’} g
(the sheer weight of noise, the sheer scale of the si’@ﬂz;zg}.‘fﬁ )1:’ ogt ner
édjectives do not collocate with the_se nOuAs. In alclldmon, 5 Jc;; %_}_Un_{",
is often used in expressions indicating causaliry (rbro:wg.a o‘J,(.’(.’f_
insistence; ont of sheer cussedness; by shger bard wow’i; f{c?am_c oa‘
sheer bard work; bis sheer itegrity got him ih(mglﬁz; Jrﬁ‘f?s tm‘ mszfg(r;.
and sheer hard work neant that ihing; moved qzrzcr’u’y_ﬁ’ { 1{998:} 36).
Complete is nsed with nouns indicating a_hserﬁce‘(c:cim.p,e‘rc;f fd?;'
change (complete revamping), and destruction {co;n,{y!gfa ;o -d}is_'}
often in the pattern the complete N_of N (rhe copplete 'l?j%e?f(o ?i
perspective) (1998 43). Absolute is used with what Parunglon
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{1998: 45-46) calls ‘hyperbolic’ nouns, such as chaos, disgrace,
penius, godsend, whereas the other adjectives are not.

Observing meaning and patteri

One theme that bas cmerged from all the examples above is that the
meaning of a word is closely associated with its co-text. That is,
although ambiguity is possible, for the most part the meanings of
words are distinguished by the patterns or phraseclogics in which
they wypically occur. To illustrate this, it is common to divide
concordance hines wto sets, each set exemphifving one meaning. The
first example given here is of a noun: imitiative. This acun has three
distinct meanings, shown here in three sets of concordance lines.
See
a practising G "That 1eakes this mitacive attractive to afl pacties. W all
said it will anoounce a new Punjab inifarive in the next few davs o deal wich
Giuligni's Jasest law-and order initiative is aimed at New York's drink —
a need for a new national inidaeive on immunization - one that
capital that he wan use, And every initiative thar a president undermkes,
congimeal Jatecomers as part of an mitiative that has produeced dramatic
education, He said the mitative was aimed at remedying Britain's

Here initiative 1s a count noun meaning ‘something that someone
{usually 2 government agency or other institution) starls to try to
solve a problem’.
Ser 2
[ would be expected ro take the inidanve and redl plavers to sit back ad
should refrain from taking the instimive in these maters, According 10 50
only if France takes the initigtive is there @ chanee of success ag
clsewhere, women have seized the initative. Wetve come a long way from the
fas his best chanee 1o seize the initiative — or ar least go some way down
pocket befare saving, "Losing the initiztive can he disastrous.” It never
then veto, thoreby losing che inidanive in its offorts to isolate frag.
Here the phrase the imitiative is used with verbs meaning ‘rake” or
‘lose’. “Take the initiative’ means ‘start something and so gain an
advaotage over a competitor” while ‘lose the initiative’ means ‘faii to
start something and so allow a competitor to gain an advantage’.
Set 3
thae she president muost show more inftiative and leadership on domestic
think and nor o act on their own iniganve, Only the eliee are cncouraged ro
had the tmagination or inttiative to read books that were not an
cudt. Greater enthusiasm and nuore initiarive, together with the expansion of
encourage them o use thelr own imoanve when kearning. The modern
the road and showed a ot of inidanive’. *She wsed o sit on my lounge
failing, however, was his lack of inklative and leadership in dealing wich

Here the meaning is “the quality of being able to do things withourt
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being told’. Only the possessive {e.g. I{':en', hisy is used as a
determiner; in most cases there is no determiner. .

In short, the word utiative does not have one mcam_nj',l put
several. Distinguishing between the meanings Is a matfer of distin-
guishing between pasterns of usage. An putighiwe or a ngz".er_?zfﬂe_?zﬁ
imitiative indicates the first mecanming. TAKI:_/J_JQS};_ the ;;:fzmzf{uf
‘ndicates the sccond meaning, A lof of jutiative 1nd1c;1{'cs the Ehltlu
meaning. Meaning and phraseology are indistinguishable, and the
concordance lines show both. o -

The second example is a verb: CONDEMN. Agam, there ]are
ceveral different meanings, and the concordance lines are groupee so
that each set iHustrates one meaning.

‘erincise” - _ !
chould be wd comed rather than condemned and the mest un.hg_nu,..cu : m;
< action, saying it totally condermned any steps \-'zplza_'.mg tllic right o
a Western-style democracy, which he condemned as 'bourg_co:s 1_1%)c:'311§m . But‘ o
The Fable of the Bees was tried and condumned as a public mujsance oy :i_]e Grant
leader, Jean-Marie le Pen while condemning the desecranion as ignohic
iavotved in the talks yesterday, condemned the incident as “1he dangerous
‘pass seOlence’ . o
one that sixteen veaes fater would condemn him 10 death on even mom !
peaple whe a few days kefore had condemned him to death. Irn.mn'nll_}'. the.
ecret recesses of his own mind and condemnned them to deportation. Even if he

sentenced To death’ ‘ . e e
advisory commirtee, although the condemned man Had ra rght that he sheubd
Then he would turn to Face the condemncd man: ‘\"ml_\-.'l'-,o h-a\;r‘ s:n:‘.cr_; agaimst
the death sentences of many of the condemmed prisoners, It urges thi ¢
tmiake somuthing bad happen’ ) B
in ?{:S{r'zcl:ing uniforms and condenning people to wear tattercd doth.us
Many Sear Fucrstenberg’s past will condemn it 10 being a ghost{ town, "T"fi’f’“"’l
Four decades ago. Asin scemed condemned o poverts. Half of ]apan.s\
an ju-person this deeade and who is condemned to the social wilderness. €
ine is clearly associated wit articular
As expected, cach meaning is clearly associated m_{h 2 pal—'tl at
pattern. The ‘criticise’ meanung, for example, is associared with the
patterns ‘condemn something’ and ‘condemn something as some-
I ‘ ; 7 3% uscd
thing’. On the other hand, ‘condemn someonc to smﬂccthfng usea
with both the ‘make something bad happen’ and the “pass sentencc’
meanings, suggesting that one may be a metaphonc extension o)
i - - - . - . ¥
the other. The pattern ‘condemn someomne 1o do something” {orf tbe
passive ‘be condemned to do something’) always indicases T.hat_rhc,
“something’ is bad or andesirable. This is truc even when something
is not bad on the surface. In the following example, 4 ife of mrsery
1 - . . 3 o
nursing may not seem to be a terrible fate to many gj'cqplc,_iflut the
phrase condemn ber to indicates that Elaine would see it in this way.
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in Britain, despite a bad choice of school — ‘my parents didn't know the sysrem’
- and a careers teacher whe tried to condemn her to a lHe of pursery nursing,
Elaine got together enough qualifications to 2o to teacher training callege.

In each of the cxamples above, the corpus search specified an
individual word. The association between meaning and partern of
use was 1llustrated by words with several meanings. The other side of
the coin — that words with similar meanings tend to share patterns —
can be iflustrated by searching for a phrase and noting the words that
frequently occar within it. This will be illustrated with the phrase or
pattern ‘it followed by BE followed by an adjective, followed by a
that-clause’, as in it is apparent that fate intervened. Below are 45
lines, randomly selected, that illustrate the pattern.

Constable fones, Mo Casey =aid, Ir is apparent thar fare intervened th
Elegance heing a kev factor, it was appropriate that Joanne
evening of a change of plan, [t was clear that Mr Chersomyrdin did
Iean rell wou.” From bis tone it was clear vhaz Dick Ryle had had
pessimisnt and quiescence, Ir is clear that the Nobel Lavreate's
wo discredit LN forces. By now it was clear thar both rhe Croars and
i Mecca 1o perform the hag, I s elear that the revolution in mas
Union of Students said thae ir is erucial that aniversities give a
o add the fateful words: *But ir is essenrmal that we end iz in such
dgate Valley Countrs Park, and it was Brting tha: two of the citys
r resuit mighe hecome positive. [t 15 imporrant that soclal workers
health clivic, or any haspital. Tt is impaoreant that the woman
LW up s not $a nmportant, hut it is bnportant that North Kerea should
impossible. At che same time it s inevitable cthar those at home,
s 1o Srick Lerters, | suppose i was mevitable that this passionate
i act so ous of charactee? It was fronic that Peoclope’s insistence
co~operation, however he said 15 was Likely that Germany would have t
acing three different produces, it is likely that management will be
s and the quality of your fife. It is hkely that you wil exhibir afl
lechal muscie wasting discase, 1t iy Tikely thar any child with rhis
joyment of this exquisite poen, it is necessary tha: the resder should
a camera aached and working, it is obvious that the chanee of 2
zing in wondeement about cheime Ir was obvioos that they helicved they
it had been contracred here, it was abvious thar that was not wihat
And we asked them and it was overwhelming that the the
ar parts of every relationship. It is possible that your partmer’s mil
emplate for building proteing < it is possible thar the FraX protein b
xchange transaciions in London. It is revealing rhat the Sucialisis who
st the end of the vear Indeed it was significant that the jakarta
cuthanasia is a guess at best. Ir is surprising thar, following an
others. Some docrors have said ir is suspicious thar the pills named
r as simple as prosenred. While it s true that vertical integration
it the Old Testarnane, bacause it is true that it has been used for
the PPI after Sturzo’s exile, it was trize that he had ‘no experience
Furopeans are two-thicds wrong, [t is trae that the Turks are Mustims,
e will reguire a high-wire sex It is trme that Maleole Rifkind, the

. L 1q
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e were absolately amaved and it it is true :-!1:13 St Georges | {a}E |]1;15'. \
him, but ke cauldn’s hebp o v was typical that Robvn would Tave
said: I a vivilised society 1t is unacceptable thar women ave
i tlis Year of Remembrance. [t is unforiunate thar the amr:‘li- nzadc
i-government protests. He said it was unforunate that a r;u_miu'. _[?. 3
re foreign policy picture, that i is upfortunare dhat we «.aiw K |1z';\-LI .;
its policy on public dehate. itis unh}ccl)’ shat i:hc !.i:_-cnn\l‘a.r;('.[. I
recent work has suggested thar it s unlikely that famity boundary

; ald
ify, 1 i1 ikaly court would
o Testify, In rerroespedt, s untikaly thar a TS court we

The adicctives that appear In T.'i"lCSC lines are: ap‘gjc;rfm,. appm;:;;z:a}f
clear, crucial, essential, fittng, ffmpm’r-:milf, imevita ;;.‘: (};r_:;;é.?c\q.”_;,
necessary, obvious, overwhelning, passibile, ?’[{(’Ef&ﬂﬁx?} fff;;:{? L--m(‘}
SUrprIsing, SUSpPICious, true, £y{;»eca}, zg.lmcceg;_:m? e m.i'f-?-:-l;;,-;; I;P[‘.
wnlikely, Some of these adjectives occur sex-ml-ai r1mc:>; U; 5 ¢ :
once or twice: a larger sample of concordance lines wmhd; 1{)\-\-t 12;({3,
examples of all these adjectives, t()getherj with othgs. }\n{(};:«nu
Francis (1993; sce also Erancis et al 1998: 48[?—48 ;}.__T ,;. h,{ |>.qu 0}‘
all indicate an evaluarion or ]Lxdg¢n]ez1r, sgccmﬁcali} ]Iu.t_g;e.ﬁu s
Jikelihood (inevitable, likely, pt_}ssn_’:frf, m_zhfaef‘).-}, clml\ j'd'{fpjif;,l,l\,‘
clear, obvious), necessity (c;'ucmf,‘essmna!, mmfh{fﬂ{r-‘.Nf{'f:;};p;f;:
significance (revealing, significanty, goodness. or bac -,?(’.\s‘we.ll ac’.q
priate, fitting, suspicious, :m(-rf:ce,f)_mbfe, :mfmrz-:.ricr_re}, LSQ ! m;—:_ﬂ:
few orher kinds of judgement {irosic, cueriphelning, siey prising, e,
lﬂf\cii)r‘iatkm on this approach is the concepi ot“frar_ueslA [‘1.‘;1[11_\@; arz,i
sequences of, usually, three words in which the fizst and Casf are m}ﬁc
but the middie word is not. Renout anld Sinclair (1991_,12_;(?-. cvzm_dfo;c
list the following frames from a small corpus 510 militon words
written English; 1 million words of spoken English]:

3 - et grter of.
a of e.g.alotof, u kind of, a number of, 4 couple, of, a matter o]
da 2. .
" ; rs

a sort of, 4 serics 0f; e
an of e.g. an act of, an example of, an average of. an expressio

of, an air of, an element ofi _ o
be ,ro c.g. be able fo, be allowed io, be expected (0, be said to, b

yut Lo, be made to; o
too ; o ,(-:.g. tao late Lo, too wiLch to, 100 YOUIE f, T00 edsy 1O, 100

amall 1o, too clase to; . o .
for of e.g. for most of, for all of, for one of, for fear of. for hotf

of, for some of, for lack of; i ) o
had of e.g. had enough o, bad plenty of, bad thought of, ha

heard of, bad ane of, bad died of; e himds of
gy . . . of e.g. many thousands o;f. gy years of, wainy s of.

‘many parts of, many miffions of.
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_ Each of these frames is frequent in the corpus used, much mor
trequent than_ any one of the triplets formed by it For, example '
Renouof and Sinclair’s corpus there are 3,830 occurrences 01; a P
but only 1,322 occurrences of the imost frequent. triple: wit‘h‘ th(:{
frame — a f'ot of — and only 174 occurrences of the tweﬁricrh mos\t
frequent mp!et - a quarter of. In other words, the frame as a whole
has 2 numerical significance to the corpus which far outweighs the
significance of any one of the triplets. Not only that, bur the f%r’qrﬁ- s
s}ljgn_lhcam to each word which occurs as the Jﬁiddle’item 1 it (()fcailz
Ifr)}{c instances of lof in the corpus, 53% of them are in the tripler & loz
When the trmplets formed by cach frame ate examined, it is found
thar‘the middic words arc not a random selection. but belong Ifo
II;.a.rFicfular meaning groups. For example, the wo.rds, that are foét’m.d
m;)gtrhr;-(élg;:lll}b:]rh many . . . of 1n Renouf and Sinclair’s corpus fall

worzlls 1_11(3jlf:zat11'|g numbers: e.g. thousands, nulfions, bundreds
words indicating 2 type or aspect: '

ndi 2 & Lype or aspect: e.g. kids, wavs, gspec :
i ) Y&, dspects, types,
words indicating a length of rime: €.8. years, hours
wo indicati in.

ords  indicating 2 group of people or things: c.g. members

exanples, species. ’

. ]*ra?r_ncs are partcularly useful because programs can be written to
1denta'l')-' them automatically, without the researcher knowing
guessing in advance what they will be. They show part of wh?:r(i):
typical in a corpus and, because they incorp(;rate variation, the , aré
much more frequent than fixed phrases are. Frames and pazrern}‘: are
an alternative to the very gencral statements made by most gr‘anllllla;s
and the very specific statements that can be made about the cn][(:—
canions of each individual word in a language. Because of this they
might be a good starting point for organising the way thar jan;moé
15 presented to learners. Frames are particularly useful when Io?)k‘ig .
at a specialised corpus, and can be used as the basis for nvest: Iating
t[_'ie langgage of a discipline {Luzon Marco 2000). Chapter g : ;
s1dclrs this point further. Corpus-based work on framez has }(;::n
carried out on languages other than English: Butler f199;€) f
example, considers frames in Spanish. o ST

Observing detail

5 -g 3 4

; Q f?r] V.VC ha\(;.‘ seen hOW C()]’]C()rdaﬂces can be used 0 Q’,i\’e VETY

o . . = J

genera ideas about the Ways that words b(‘ha\"t’ and fhe meanings
- L=}
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-hat can be associated with patterns. Any work with concordances,
Sowever, rends to fcad to more specific observations about the
~shaviour of individual words. For example, the nouns advice and
ANSWER, among others, are often followed by as fo and a clause
seginning with a wh- word. In the case of cach of these nouns,
however, more detail can be added to this patterning. For example,
zdvice as 1o often follows a verb indicating ‘getting’, ‘grving,
‘wanting' or ‘offering’. The following are ten randomly selected
concordance lines, with the relevant words undetlined.

women, Lad surreptitiously asked his advice a3 1o whether the Orihodox Church
sking advice as to wy remedies m refatian ta
a3 to why this may have acourred,

mecting was nvalid, 1’6 s
Instead of providing medical advice
- —‘-' - .

Metropolitan Opera, in order to get advice as to where § shoubd be seat m
Erm Ud like some advice as to how Key Srage Tour would o

though there was no praciicable advice as to how this could be done
of fond allergies you should rake advice as te the best way of alteremg, vour

with warer and said [ would need bis advice as to bow 1o cut around g vars

picnics, petty ceonomies, wholesome advice as to how ter sececed in life, and
Youthfully dispensing eriticism and advice as to how they could and shouid o
ANSWER a5 to tends to follow the same kind of verb, underlined
helow. In addition, it often follows a phrase indicating cither that a
clear answer is not available, or that to give a clear answer is difficult
or unexpected, as shown in bold below.

1 Ficasson, There is no definitive answer as towhay was the greatess,” said
o why the narrator is nale or

T readers who can give us a persnasive answer as
1 want to wait fourreen: dovs for an answer as ©o wheeher they can get a
that lawyers could not give a clear answer a5 10 what would happen if the 13

th

means, There can enly be one answer as 1o where Croatia could possibiy
waving his hands to demand an answer as 1o whether Labeur woutd oin 2
Welt, | can’t give you an exact answor s o what ke has. Repareee 5:
But no one really has 4 concrete answer as to why the acidence is
will one day present ug with the answar as to what chemical change takes
scemied disturbed. Lle even had an answer as to why no scientific publicanto
reason why there mast be a single answer as to the celartive cffects of
ot anly for a cure, bui also for answers as to why we seifer from sisch big
searchers hepe to find come of the auswers as to why the vicus is
President, re demand of him clear answers as 1o how the phan stood, Leanida
s hampered by the lack of medica) answers 53 to why wany miscarnages

Tt

[ - DY |

L P e

—

For some lines, a short concordance line 1s not sutficient to show
the mesativity and it 15 necessary to obtain more co-text. Two
examples from these lines are:

3 The public den't want to wait fourseen days for an answer as to whether they can ger
A MeErgagt an i henise,

% It may well be shar science or medizal sesearch will one day presenr us wiih The
answer as 10 what chemical change rakes place in the body of the aleoholiz . T te
date, no answer has been forthcoming,

&
E:
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This suggests that answer gs 1o is part of a phrase which might he
cxpre_sscc! as ‘Inegative) [clear| answer as to [wh-word?", The .crec w0
wording is not fixed, but it is constrained within Iimiri;b As w[; sh

sec n chapter 6, a great deal of Enghsh is made ap of .séciuczlc;ce o
this ype, and it raises a problem as ro how the phl‘e]S(':.()lo"’ Fis t(; ltf
described in a useful way. The sequence ‘Inegarive] ['c]eqrjh"?nswe' ”
to [wh-word]” may well apply to only this noun w}.ncichvmalk ? P
uscless as a generalisation. A more gcn‘c:ral express,ion |get] N(()':]\
as 2o [wh-word]" could be applied to advice and 'mswe"ob ould
miss some of the esseatial detail. en bt woule

Coping with a lot of data: using phraseology

One of the problems brought about by the increasine stze of corporz
s thar search{?s for frequent words will vield too ﬁluci] data tg .hﬁ
interpretable in the form of concordance lines. A cor )leju‘if:I‘.‘ .
probably cope with looking ar, at any one time. about IIO'.OI ii:II(:'.S Lfim
genera! patrerns and about 30 fines for derailed ?pat.term If.rhe \-vorhi
uqdcr Investigation is a frequent one, such a small nu;illbcr of line(
will not show aif the patterning, and slightly different methods iy: \s
he :cmpi_oyed. Sinclaiv {1999) advocates sel_cctim; 30 random Iiln;q‘
and noting the parterns in them, then selecting a different 30, noting
the new patterns, then another 30 and so on, until fur.ther.qejicctionz
of 30 hpes_; ne longer vield anvthing new. An adabrs.u-io‘n of thj
method is ‘hyporhes[s testing’, in which a small sefection of lines ;S
ised as a basis for a ser of hypotheses about patterns. Other searc] X
;;reﬂrh? crr_xlll')icl)yed to test those hypotheses and form new on\cs T;zfz

B r =Y J 3 N . p )
G{,‘g;;r)‘]oiflan&];(:ii?(m“mmd using two frequen: nouns: SHG-

Suggestion

;’E !‘;eg{n‘ herc' are 20 random concordance fines for the noun
GGESTION, sorted one to the right of the node-word:

sistence abwayvs thac it was fis suggestian; and i i twracd our ro he a
Ilshnfi‘ and Lady Seallard. Suggestions are beis sobght jw rhc‘!-;-icmr
rher‘c S Liver a sh‘i.'}r'r;rf_'e of :.%ugq_;csli(ms as 10 whar's on n t'm\-n and \.ve

:?_ud controversial field, The Suggestions for Furter Reading ligr seve
and !m.;} a centre .l."mr will hold. Sugaesrions For DESCUSSI-{?E)-, \\1:\ Icf‘(;;g«: R::i i
stvle -‘:n‘:':k avaits the liveliesy suggestion for ¢he nume of the ['ulan'c I'm d :I;t’ l
reasons’, 31t|_mu;_:'h there were suggestions fie was unhappy wiih thm‘q—:‘ :*»'L
r:]_a the }-lousg ot Lords; there is a suggestion legal advisers o the Guinhn.e;: )
¢ was hoping [ wonld fail, My sugzustions nevey gne past s desk. B -o-
Haiishorn said. Kesponding o the suggestion of rem;}‘vin‘g the rc.\m.'?;n i-na ’
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letter and style, Erm the suggestion of Bosy vou write i past
signied.” Andrew was angered at suggestions that he resigned because he had
George Tlannafors rejecied a supgestion that the Governmenr defav the
QUEENSLAND Safthall officials™ suggestion that Ballymaore should ke the
af an ankle injury. There were snggestions that midHelder Tedd Vines would
Cany programmce, and agreed to his suggestion that the party should hold 2
since the war, has rejected suggeseions tha there should be 2
vor did [ ever hear the slightest suggesaion that we should do ofherwise
bave heen interrogated. Another suggostion shar somerhing was going on. The
s never beeit any suggestion that his acuon is anvthing other
These Hnes show that SUGGESTION is frequently followed by a
-nite clause, either introduced by that or not. [t is also foliowed by as
. for and of. To invesugate this behaviour further, another 50 hoes
zre selected, bur this time the lines in which SUGGESTION s
owed by a finite clausc are deleted (as no further evidence is
zzeded for this), as are lines in which SUGGESTION simply behaves
:¢ an ordinary noun, as in My suggestions never go! past bis desk.
The remaining fines are as follows:
1o us. One key reflection: many suggestions for classic Hothvwaod and

and find a centre thar will hold. Suggestions for Discussion, Why docs Russe
csEon of Felnoving the remaizing

Hailsham said. Responding to the sngg;
adverrising, Send information and snggestions of relovant bookfarsicles 1o

quiee the contrary, $a no suggestion of a caup? The word was floaung
re were suggestions of organised vielenee on the

dispute at Wapping. T
beeame the Raval Arsenal at the snggestion of George 111 when he patd =
a lelping hand? The pancl’s suggestion of giving the auchorities power
howr, if veu like, so there's ne suggesdon of office harassimert. Presumabiy
said. He smiled at her with no suggestion of pazronizanon, mo senge af
himseli from the cautious suggestion of the Treasory's post-crash
travel 15 hiearing froin Our suggestion o ren weekday traims svery 20
dosven the duse; there was evert a suggestion 1o pipe seawater from Brighoon
General Shimaro Abe, The clear suggestion was thar they had decided to
These lines confirm that SUGGESTION 15 frequently followed by
=f. There are two ines in which it 15 followed by for, but no lines in
which it is followed by as to. On the other hand, a new patrern scems
=3 be emerging, in which the noun is followed by a to-infinitive clause
1 suggestion to pipe seqwater). There is also a variaoon of the that-
ziause, in which the clause follows a link verb {The clear suggastion
s that they bad decided . . 1. 'The hehaviours of SUGGESTION
ror which there has not been much evidence so far can now be tested
using searches for individual combinations of words: SUGGESTION
sor, SUGGESTION to, and SUGGESTION as to,

Fizst, SUGGESTION for occurs over 1,000 times in the Bank of
English corpus, confirming the hypothesis that for is a significant part
of the way SUGGHSTION behaves. Below is a random selection
rrom these hines tor illustration:
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Thaines TV he ; ian for
o aines Tl\ has rejected this suggestion for irs ansival amatewr rournamen:
Ar rac arms climyg 1 5 & : i y e
: Jc pdown and the suggostion for the metting came fram the
e b here L]m. been nusneeous sugpestions for clarifying decision-making
¢ home throughout the vear, wirh suggeshions for scenged :
He was also doubtful of loal ERUE tor scenred indoor plancs,
. $ 3l doubticl of leahan suggestions for merging the arenmic |
polish 2 telescope mirrer, and add s Sy Ramsation
it xSape it et ada suggesoons for building an observarocy from
dvanety of imaginal devices and suggestions for rain conrrol. Before vou
FCpalr strategics? Whi her ] i : ip |
Cmp:n strategics? W bt Oes suggestiong far repaining g relationship by
e " " & i i ) : .
Hstag passages, and offer suggestions for revision. Togerher, throurh
uien and in come Ve SLpgr or Jnsti | refor ’
1a0d in come tentasive suggustions for institutional reforms to

\XI i f‘ He
o ) . . -
. esj ‘_|(.1 1 .”I Cr 1e [.hdl' sf-(ggest!()!?s s maore I]_Cqu(.“l [hﬂ .
..f.ig..,ﬁe L1007 Iy ]'113 p(!ttﬁ'lll, ;li‘ld llat ,’()? jf) a8 hf'\f-h' Lo b(‘ j(}“()“«'l.d }J

P -5 r I ® Ei:ipfﬁ (f-'-(-” ?’@pairinﬁ o e : :
A EIGI!(}?”SF?{ : I ! -
C(}i:!f.}’tf)”- N ‘ ‘D) as b} 4 noun {for e

Nexr, a search for SUGGESTION o followed by the base form o

a ve ie i i
fm\\:‘l? 5!1;Ids just over 200 lines. These lines need tnrerpreting
Jowe (:'ri; ‘nlsomt'e cascs, tl?(e_to—inﬁnitive clause is dependent on »
{O”(}wg. gﬂt;? ?UG(}EJ}STI{)N. For example, suggestion sometimes
] ; 5 AR L have a simple suggestd ; :
. % g ? istion fo make) and
exez;}p[;ﬁ(‘.s one of the wavs that HAVE behaves (e.g. have @ b(;(')k’ Q”
read). \ e ) co here @
theq;]' n tnrmsL m‘thc specific behaviour of SUGGESTION, then
:5e lines can be discounted. OFf aining | re like
fhese Jf the remaining lines, some are like
:\-[’( TR Y T L I H
L!(( qu.rp'f."’ avvepted the NTUCS suggestion to cemtest in the presidential
» T.-\I[n)r riends the pos-hyprorie Suggestion o frecre at my comimand
]..i,.:}l:, |;<| s:)s;‘\' thev oppuse A|_nc-ric;m suggesnons o include Furopean L:L}ur'nr['m
opgkong Bank has blichely ignored suggestions to release ir, which seems g
In these [ i ‘
. C:%e lines, the to—l.nﬁn_ltrvc clause explains what the suggestion
c(. .1 _r.xa;]nple, someone m the NTUC said, T think you :}muid
th)im.st_mﬁr Ie_premdenmall election’, or something iike that. Therefore
S[}Gt?~;};‘?[}18vc clause is an important part of the behaviour 0;
. +E N. In the following lines o
U : g unes, however, the meanine i
different, and the to-infinitive ¢ ’ 0 ocdder
-infnitive ¢lau > ing like
i s¢ means sontething like “in order
B esetie wwisly 200 emm e on -
Jrl: reseue uu.h .)[I) HENOFSAVING sUggestions to make this sumimer a holiday
wenermay aiso have ideas and sugaesions ro o
i P aAnd suggestions elp vo get staree
wened cdown some of the dafrer SUgLestions v save coal o
These clauses d
auses do not tell us wh on 1 I
does. For cxample, no-one said :‘11'r tim iuggesnoln i
§ oz , no- & thing you should make thj
- ST r - ’ | ; IS
iwf:tn;lci a Imfuljaj.’ ro remeniber’, or anything like that. In fact, we do
not mziw.{}fut) \_\:hat the thirty suggestions are, only whar t]jley are
h‘,. gned o achieve. The conclusion is that SUGGESTION “does
ave a pattern in which it is fol infinit ) ‘
) s followed by a to-infinitive. but
ave a p ' hi ¥ ¢, but that
pattern is not exemplified by ail 200 lines of SUGGESTION to

N
w
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Zinally, there are almost seventy examples in the Bank of English
AUGGESTION followed by as to. In nearly every case, as fo 1s
owed by a clause beginning with a wh-word {iwhat, where, hoiw,
v when, who, which), as in these examples:

to henw the tax could he
ra how this difficalie mghe

had asked for constructive suggestions as
Fheve have hecs suggestions as
suggestions a5 o how to deal with the

of uremplovmen:, while giving
a3 from

fracas aund the navel, Anv supgestions as to what provented
Croll asked Salter if ke had any suggestions as 1o where Brady imighe be

this power play to counter Ciinss sugaostion as to why the car isn't starting

Thus, concordance lines can be selected to test hyvpotheses, so that
sz corpus-user docs not need 10 examine every one of thousands of
s to obtain a reasonably accurate picture of how a word behaves.
- same method will be used to deseribe the behaviour of an cven

re frequent noun: point.

it

& noun point is an extremely frequent word in English: the Bank of
Zaghish corpus has almaost 100,000 instances. (It s also a word that,
wke many other frequent words, finds its way into very few lists of
wooabulary) Below are a mere 20 randomly selected concordance
awes 1o illustrare the wide vanety of wavs the word 15 used. The
-mraseology of point is highlighred by bold type.

Kinnock as the ‘big idea” selling peint of Labours avext clecoon

They told hint they were on the poine of passing a voie of no contile

has attackud the dacsment point by pofas. le part it says Primag has

nvesting i the burgeoning Kangaroo Point residential procimet. M Pick
be cotirely finished ar this poim, aad therefore be propared for
s ralk 1o vou, Bee
] t‘('r‘_?l( v i

IR

7 lE no:
von, T hank vou for making the point. 2
- M. Theee’s no point in uy trving 1o ma
the milivary Consnanders made the poin that there was a limin s the givil
Commonwealth To underine that peine, be said thar Franee was ready 1o
L lish the back comedy. Event at the poinr at which the Entrance Hail wes
o rials, Onorhe face of i, he has a point: §is Jifficeks to fad, difs
- in faee, is 2t perbaps the weakest point in ks T0-vear history in offi
a appear o have reached a tutning-point @ vour Hfe, but chat mmplies that
for the oy, Vartenarsly ar this poine a group of childron cime walking
vour training skill from the group point of view, There will also be open-
e, bur thas wasn't the poine The point was o make him veasn for -

. d charge a ‘reasonable” foo. A key point in the debate will e derormining
X areater Clhincinratt area prove the point, In rich dian BT for ke,
o have

fihe 19th contury, resigning o a point of principle in 1567
succersive win, But Barcelona, a point behind, showed the k

TN M

ad 1 foem

Each of the phraseologies noticed here can be used as the starting
pomt for other searches. The search may be based on what comes




