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Oh well you sleep on sheny though - it makes you sleepy, you can't not 
sleep. (cow) <meaning that you just have to sleep> 
As it did turn out, I never did not smoke in the end. I lit a cigarette and 
kept them coming. (FICT) 

Independent multiple negation is generally considered to be standard. 

Major points of Grammar Bite C: Negation 
Clauses are either positive or negative. 
Negative clauses are most commonly formed by using not or its contraction 
-n't. 
The verb as operator is a key tool for forming negation with not/-n't. 
Clause negation is the main type of negation, but there is also local 
negation. 
In clause negation, there is an important distinction between not-negation 
and no-negation. 
The scope of negation is important for choosing non-assertive v. assertive 
forms (e.g. there aren't any.. . v. there are some.. .). 
There are standard and nonstandard forms of multiple negation. 

An independent clause is a clause which is not part of any larger clause structure. 
However, independent clauses can be coordinated, and they can include 
embedded dependent clauses: 

simple independent clause (single clause): 
You can give me a cheque. (cow) 

coordinated independent clauses (two or more coordinated clauses): 
He was crying and so I gave him back his jacket. (cowt) 

complex independent clause (with one or more dependent clauses): 
If you pay too much they'll give us the money back. (cowt) 

AU independent clauses are finite, that is, they contain a finite verb form which 
specifies tense (e.g. is, looked) or modality (e.g. can, would). 

Independent clauses are used to perform speech-act functions. There is a 
general correspondence between four basic speech-act functions and the four 
structural types of independent clauses, shown in Table 8.3. 

A statement gives information and expects no specific response from the 
addressee. A question asks for information and expects a linguistic response. A 
directive is used to give orders or requests, and expects some action from the 
addressee. An exclamation expresses the strong feelings of the speakerlwriter, 
and expects no specific response. 



lnterrogative clauses= 

Pic ?u Major classification of independent clauses 
speech-act functional clause structural example 
- - 

informing statement declarative clause SV structure It's strong 
eliciting question interrogative clause VS structure Is it strong? 

wh-word + VS structure Where is she? 
wh-word structure Who was there? 

directing command imperative clause V structure (no 5) Be strong! 
expressing exclamation exclamative clause wh-word + SV structure How good she is! 

Structure and speech-act function do not always agree, and it is therefore 
useful to distinguish between the two (e.g. a declarative clause can be used as a 
directive). In practice, though, many grammars use the terms interchangeably, as 
we do when no misunderstanding can result. 

The four clause types are described below, giving attention to both form and 
associated speech-act function. 

Bozo Declarative clauses 
Declarative clauses have SV (subject-verb) structure and typically express 
statements; they are the 'default' type of independent clause, especially in writing. 

Although declarative clauses normally convey information (especially in 
writing), they can also serve other speech-ad functions in conversation and 
fictional dialog. For example, SV order is occasionally used in asking a question 
(the question status being signalled in speech by rising intonation or in writing 
by a question mark): 

1 A: So he's left her? 
B: She left him. (cow) 

2 'You weren't happy together?' - 'No,' I said. (FICT~) 
These declarative questions, as they can be called, retain some of the declarative 
force of a statement: it is as if the speaker is testing out the truth of the statement 
by inviting confirmation. 

5.11 lnterrogative clauses 
As indicated in Table 8.3 above,, an interrogative clause can be recognized by 
two structural clues, which often occur in combination: a VS (verb-subject) 
structure and an initial wh-word. In addition, rising intonation (in speech) and a 
question mark (in writing) are supplementary, non-grammatical cues. 

There are three main types of independent interrogative clause: wh- 
questions, yes/no-questions, and alternative questions. Their basic uses are: 

to elicit missing information (wh-questions, 8.1 1.1) 
to ask whether a proposition is true or false (yes/no questions, 8.1 1.2) 
to ask which of two or more alternatives is the case (alternative questions, 
8.11.3). 
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Wh-questions begin with a wh-word that refers to a missing element in the 
clause. The missing element can be a clause element (subject, object, predicative, 
adverbial) or part of a phrase. Below, the role of the wh-word is-shown within 
< >: 

1 Who's calling? <subject> (cow) 
2 What d'you mean? <direct object> (cowt) 
3 Who are you talking about? <prepositional object> (cowt) 
4 How was your trip, Nick? <subject predicative> (cow) 
5 Which photos are we going to look at? <part of noun phrase> (cow) 
6 When did you see Mark? <adverbial, time> (cow) 
7 Why did you buy that? <adverbial, reason> (cow) 
8 How old's Wendy? <part of adjective phrase> (cow) 

Note, from 1, that the declarative order SV is preserved when the wh-word is the 
subject of the clause. All the other examples show VS order-that is, the 
operator comes before the subject. (This is known as subject-operator 
inversion.) 

In informal language, the wh-word can be reinforced by a following 
expletive, signaling the speaker's strong feelings: 

'What the hell's the matter with you?' (FICT) 
When the speaker asks for two pieces of information, there is more than one wh- 
word in the clause. Only one of these occurs in initial position: 

Who is bringing what? (FICT) 
Very often in conversation a wh-question lacks a full clause structure. It may 
consist only of the wh-word: 

A: It's six o'clock isn't it? 
B: What? (cow) 

What?, as in the last example, is often a general request for repetition: an echo 
question. There are also echo questions where the wh-word is left in its regular 
position in the clause, instead of being fronted: 

A: And I think she's stealing stuff as well. 
B: She's what? (cow) 

More than simple requests for repetition, such echo questions can express 
surprise or disbelief. 

Although wh-questions are primarily for seeking information, they can have 
other speech-ad functions: 

9 Who needs sitcoms? (NEWS) 
10 How dare you speak to me like that? Who do you think you are? (cowt) 
11 Why don't we go next week? (cow) 

Example 9 illustrates a rhetorical question with a function close to that of a 
statement: 'Nobody needs sitcoms'. Example 10 expresses a strong rebuke, and is 
more like an exclamation than a question. Example 11 is a suggestion, and has a 
function similar to a first-person imperative: 'Let's go next week.' 



Interrogative clauses= 

8.11.2 Yes/no questions 
Yes/no questions have VS word order: they begin with the operator followed by 
the subject. The addressee is expected to reply with a truth value--either yes or 
no. Needless to say, there are other possible answers indicating various degrees of 
certainly or uncertainty (definitely, perhaps, I don't know, etc.). 

A: Is it Thursday today? 
B: No, Friday. (cow) 
A: Do you think he'll be any better? 
B: Maybe. Yeah. (cow) 

Casual yes/no questions frequently contain ellipsis: 
A You alright? (cow) <are omitted> 
A Got what you want? (CONV) <have you omitted> 

Like wh-questions, yes/no questions are used for purposes other than asking for 
information: 

1 Isn't that lovely?! (cow) 
2 Will you behave?! (cow) 
3 Can we turn that light offplease? (cow) 

In 1, the interrogative structure expresses an exclamation (similar to How 
lovely!). Examples 2 and 3 function as directives: a forceful command in 2, and a 
polite request in 3. 

Especially in conversation, yes/no questions frequently have the minimal 
form operator + subject: 

A: She's a teacher. 
B: Oh is she? (cow) 

These elliptic questions are not really asking for information: they rather 
function as backchannels, showing interest and keeping the conversation going. 

8.11.3 Alternative questions 
An alternative question is structurally similar to a yes/no question: it opens with 
operator + subject. But instead of expecting a yes/no answer, it presents 
alternatives for the addressee to choose between: 

A: Do you want one or two? 
B: Two. (cow) 
A: So do you like my  haircut or not? 
B: It's alright. (cow) 

An alternative question is signaled by the word or and by falling intonation at the 
end. 

8.11.4 Question tags 
Although question tags are not independent clauses, it is convenient to deal with 
them here. A question tag consists of operator + pronoun subject, and is used to 
seek confirmation of the statement the speaker has just uttered. The operator is a 
repetition of the operator in the preceding declarative clause; if there is no 
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operator, the dummy operator do is used. The subject refers back to the subject 
of the preceding clause. For example: 

1 She's so generous, isn't she? (cow) 
2 She's not a lesbian, is she? (cow) 
3 She doesn't like things that blow up, does she? (cow) ' 
4 It seems a shame to break it up, doesn't it, when it's so good. (cow) 

Note that the tag does not necessarily have to be placed at the very end of the 
clause (4), although it cannot go before the main clause verb phrase. 

Question tags usually contrast with the polarity of the preceding statement. 
That is, a positive statement is followed by a negative question tag (1,4), while a 
negative statement is followed by a positive question tag (2,3). However, there is 
also a style of question tag which agrees with the preceding statement in being 
positive: 

5 A: She likes her granddad, does she? 
B: Yeah. (cow) 

6 A: It's my  ball. 
B: It's your ball, is it? (cow) 

These positive-positive question tags are similar in their effect to declarative 
questions (8.10): they seek confirmation of a previous statement. 

8.11.5 Interrogatives across registers 
8' Questions are many times more Figure 8.10 

common in conversation than in Distribution of questions 
writing, reflecting the interactive p 30000 
nature of conversation (see Figure P 
8.10). Conversation uses both wh- i25000 - 

and yes/no questions. However, 20000 
nearly half the questions in E 
conversation consist of fragments or 15000 

u tags. About every fourth question in $ 10000 
conversation is a question tag; the 
most common type of question tag is 5000 
negative. 

When questions are used in news 0 
CONV FlCT NEWS ACAD 

or academic prose, they have 
rhetorical purposes, since there can be no expectation that readers will actually 
respond. However, these questions do help to involve the reader in the 
discussion. For example: 

Sign up for the green team. Do you want to know what's happening to 
our countryside, forests, seas and seashores at home and across the 
world? Do you want to know how easy it is to affect the environment of 
the world by planting trees or buying eco-friendly products? If so, read 
this feature every week. (NEWS) 
How far will the magnetic flux penetrate? Is there a simple way of 
describing the decay of the magnetic flux mathematically? There is. W e  
can use the following one-dimensional model. (ACAD) 
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P 8.11.6 Choice between interrogative who and whom 
Who is used for wh-questions inquiring about a person, regardless of syntactic 
role: that is, as subject, object, or prepositional object: 

1 Who went first on the castle rock? (FICT) <subject> 
2 Who can I trust? (cowt) <object> 
3 Amanda, who are you going out with? (cow) <prepositional object> 

The traditional written form whom is also occasionally used for objects, but only 
in formal written English: 

4 'Whom do you favour?' (FICT) 
5 I know whom she belongs to. (FICT~) 

Examples 3 and 5 illustrate preposition stranding. The alternative construction, 
where the preposition is fronted with the wh-word, is very likely to retain the 
form whom: 

For whom would I be working? (FICT) 
In conversation, however, even this last-ditch refuge for whom is being taken 
over by the all-triumphant who: 

A: Obliged to make polite conversation all the time oh! 
B: With who? (cow) 

p 8.11.7 Use and non-use of dummy do in questions 
f l  As with negative clauses (8.8.6), questions show variation in the use of dummy 

do with certain verbs: have, have to, and the marginal modals dare, need, ought to, 
and used to. Apart from have and have to, these verbs are rare, especially in 
questions, and largely restricted to British English: 

1 do-construction: Did you have a good walk? (cow) 
2 with have as operator: Have you any comments on this Mick? (B~E COW) 

The do-construction 1 is virtually the only option in American English. Have got 
is preferred as an alternative to main verb have in British English conversation. 

1 do-construction: Look, do I have to tell you everything? (cow) 
2 have as operator: Have they to pay for her to be there? (B~E CONV) 

The do-construction 1 is the only option in American English and the preferred 
option in British English. 

1 do-construction: Do you need to go somewhere? (COW) 
2 auxiliary construction: How dare you squeal like that. (cow) 

In our corpus, option 1 is used 90 per cent of the time with need. The auxiliary 
construction with dare functions more like an exclamative (see 8.12) than a 
question. 



254 Chapter 8: Exploring the grammar of the clause GRAMMAR BITE D 

1 do-construction: Did you used to have long hair? (FICT) 
2 auxiliary construction: 'Ought I to take it?' ( n c ~ )  

Both of these semi-modals are very rare in questions. 

8.12 Exclamative clauses 
Exclamations can be expressed by a range of structures, both clausal and non- 
clausal (see 13.2.4). Here we illustrate only independent clauses with an 
exclamatory function: a clause type which begins with a wh-word (what or how) 
and continues with an SV (subject-verb) pattern: 

1 Oh, what a good girl you are. (cow) 
2 How clever you are, and how beautiful. (FICT) 

8.13 Imperative clauses 
Formally, most imperative clauses are characterized by the lack of a subject, use 
of the base form of the verb, and the absence of modals as well as tense and 
aspect markers: 

Get off the table. (co~v)  
Don't forget about the deposit. (cow) 

An imperative typically urges the addressee to do something (or not to do 
something): given this limited function, there is no need for tense, aspect, or 
modality in the imperative verb phrase. 

A special type of imperative clause contains the verb let followed by us 
(usually contracted to 's) to express a suggestion involving both the speaker and 
the addressee: 

Let's catch up with Louise. (cow) 
Well, let's try this, let's see what happens. (cowt) 

8.13.1 The form and function of imperative clauses 
Although most imperative clauses are very simple, we need to take account of 
some variations that occur. Optionally, the addressee of an imperative can be 
identified either by a subject noun phrase or a vocative address term: 

1 You go home and go to sleep. (cow) <you as subject> 
2 Don't you dare talk to me like that Clare, I've had enough. (cow) 

<you as subject and Clare as vocative> 
3 Melissa, take those things away. (cowt) <Melissa as vocative> 

When it occurs, the subject precedes the main verb and is not separated from it 
by a punctuation or intonation break Thus, the pronoun in 1 and 2 is a subject. 
The distinction between a subject and a vocative is best seen in 2, where both 
occur: the vocative Clare could be positioned at the beginning, middle or end of 
the vocative, and is more mobile than the subject. 
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Imperative clauses can also be elaborated by the addition of question tags, 
discourse markers like please, and adverbs like just: 

4 Pick your plates up from down there will you? (cow) 
5 Pass me his drink please. (cow+) 
6 Just dump it at the door there. (cow) 

The question tag will you does little to soften the command in 4. Please has a 
softening effect, but it is in some ways a minimal politeness strategy. Just makes 
the imperative seem less demanding and easier to comply with. It is clear from 
these and other examples that an imperative can express a range of directive 
speech acts, varying from commands to offers and invitations, depending on the 
situation and the kind of demand made on the addressee. 

A different kind of function is served by the imperative clause in 7, which is 
coordinated with a following declarative clause: 

7 Touch them <tuning knobs> and the telly goes wrong. (cow+) 
Here the coordinated clause expresses a conditional relationship: 'if you touch 
them, the telly goes wrong'. 

p 8.13.2 Imperative clauses in use ' Imperatives are frequently used in figure 8.11 
conversation (see Figure 8.1 1) because Distribution of imperatives 
speakers often try to direct the activity p 12000 
of listeners. Similarly, fiction texts use $ 
imperatives in dialog passages. g 10000 - - - - 

It is more surprising that the 8000 
written informative registers need 
imperatives. In fact, imperatives are 6000 

0- more frequent than questions in news $ 4000 
and academic writing, presumably 
because writers can use them to 2000 
manipulate the reaction and behavior 0 of the reader. For example: CONV FICT NEWS ACAD 

For full details of performances, 
talks, workshops, contact the Third Eye Centre. (NEWS+) 
See also Section 5.2. (ACAD) 

f8.14 Non-clausal material 
Conversation contains many non-clausal utterances, as shown in the comparison 
of two text samples early in this chapter (8.1.1; see also 13.4 and 13.7). However, 
non-clausal material is also found in writing, where it regularly occurs in special 
contexts such as public notices, headings, book titles, figure captions, and 
newspaper headlines (so-called block language). Here are some examples from 
headlines: 

1 Elderly care crisis warning. (NEWS) 
2 Image crisis for Clinton over haircut. (NEWS) 
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These headlines are composed of only a noun phrase. Headline 1 shows a 
tendency to compress meaning by stringing nouns together (four nouns occur in 
sequence). 

In addition, non-clausal material also occurs in running text, where it adds a 
colloquial tone: 

3 And now for something completely different: cheap and cheerfir1 claret. 
(NEWS) 

4 Now there is no bar to having more than one particle in each state. Quite 
the contrary. (ACAD) 

Major points of Grammar Bite D: Independent clauses 
There are four major types of independent clause: declarative, interrogative, 
imperative, and exclamative clauses. 
These correspond to four main types of speech act: statement, question, 
directive, and exclamation. However, there are mismatches between the 
clause types and the associated speech-act types. 
Questions are varied in form and in function. 
Major types of question are wh-questions, yes/no questions, and alternative 
questions. 
Question tags are also very common in conversation: e.g. isn't it? 
Grammatically, although independent clauses are the main building blocks 
of texts, non-clausal material is also common, particularly in conversation. 

We now turn to dependent clauses, surveying the types of finite clause in this 
section, and then surveying non-finite clauses in 8.16. 

8.15.1 Complement clauses 
Complement clauses are controlled by a preceding verb, adjective, noun, or 
preposition. Complement clauses are also called nominal clauses, because their 
syntactic roles are comparable to those of a noun phrase. Thus, they are used as 
subject, predicative, or object in the main clause. Finite complement clauses are 
introduced by the subordinator that or by a wh-word. 

that-clauses (see 10.4-8): 
That this was a tactical decision <subject> quickly became apparent. 
(NEWS) 

They believe that the minimum wage could threaten their jobs. <direct 
object> (NEWS) 


